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way for eight annas, he thought it far better to do so than to trouble his master to go to court. Soon after, the Civil Surgeon met his friend the Indian banister., and asked him about the case. He expressed his fear that, though the true view had been taken by the court, it was taken on the evidence of false witnesses. The barrister replied that that was none of his concern ; that he had received a statement of the facts from the Civil Surgeon, and that, though he had some doubt in his own mind as to the truthfulness of the witnesses, he had no doubt as to the facts to which they gave testimony. He, therefore, allowed the court to follow its own judgment.
Here we have an illustration of the fact that false witnesses can be secured to give evidence at an absolutely nominal price . that no one seemed to be deeply interested in ascertaining the truthfulness of the witnesses on the one side or on the other; and that the court was content to deal with the statements of the witnesses by merely counting their heads and declaring that, as there was evidence as strong on the one side as on the other, the claim could not be held to be established. This may be perhaps an exceptionally clear case of the fabrication of false evidence ; but it is indicative, if not of the general practice of the courts, at least of the danger to which the courts are exposed. When a man has made up his mind as to what are his rights, he often does not hesitate as to the means by which these rights are to be secured, and is quite prepared to secure them by foul means, if he cannot secure them by fair.
There is another feature of Indian life illustrated by this incident ; namely, that false evidence is often used to establish a true story or a just claim. This is a very common thing. Many a good case has been destroyed by it. The statement of one witness is found to be false: it may be proved, for example, that he was not present to see what he says he saw. This discredits the whole case, and no doubt rightly so. But the case may be true all the same, and the other witnesses may be honourable men. The ignorant or prejudiced critic of police work is often among those who should be reminded of this.